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Amit Dhawan, 29, Managing Partner of Syn-
ergy; Sam Foxman, 32, Senior Partner of Con-
temporary Productions; Cheresse Pentella, 32,
Owner of Cheresse INK

>> Chances are if you’ve been to a packed
restaurant opening, a big-name concert or
major charity gala, one of these young creative
whirlwinds helped make it happen. “I spend

a lot of time analyzing what gaps we have in

St. Louis culture and how | can fill them,” says
Sam, who booked concerts for River Splash in
2004 and recently debuted LOMA (Laumeier
Outdoor Music Amphitheatre). Collectively,
Sam, Amit and Cheresse are responsible for
events at Harrah’s Casino and special projects
for the Marshall Faulk Katrina Relief Fund (Cher-
esse); hosting a St. Louis Grammy after-party
with Kanye West and launching Nectar Lounge
with a blowout bash (Amit) and creating “Rock
for Relief—A Tsunami Aid Auction” (Sam) where
celebrity autographed items were auctioned to
benefit the American Red Cross. They all see
the potential this city has to compete with New
York, L.A., Chicago and Atlanta in the national
entertainment scene by hosting more movie
premieres like The Longest Yard and bringing
the Final Four back to STL. “We’re trying to
bring events to St. Louis that wouldn’t normally
be here,” says Amit. —NK




